Hearing and Vision Screening Requirements for School-Aged Children from the Ohio Department of Health
HEARING SCREENINGS

Children to be Screened
1. Preschool children:


a. Preschoolers attending a school-based program shall be screened each year they


    are enrolled in preschool. Children who cannot be screened using approved and/or


    optional methods shall be referred to the primary care provider or audiologist.

2. School-aged children in traditional classes:


a. School-aged children shall be screened at five grade levels: kindergarten, first, third,


    fifth and ninth grades. Students may be tested in additional grade levels.


b. In addition, the following school children shall be screened because they have not


    been screened in accordance with ODH guidelines:



1) Students new to a school (and not tested within the past 12 months).



2) Students referred by a teacher or other school personnel.



3) Students who were referred within the past year with no documented follow-


    up, regardless of grade.



4) Students absent during the previous hearing screening.



5) Students at risk for noise exposure (e.g., band, vocational education, industrial



     education, automotive mechanics).



6) Students who request a hearing screening.



7) Students whose parents request a hearing screening.

3. School-aged children in special education classes:


a. Students in special education classes will be screened at the ages that correspond


    to the grade levels required for all students (preschool, kindergarten, first, third, fifth


    and ninth grade). These children should remain in the screening program due to a


    higher risk of undetected hearing loss and may be candidates for optional OAE testing


    and tympanometry screening. If the student cannot be screened, they should be


    referred for a complete medical/audiological evaluation.
4. School-aged children who 
should not be included in the school hearing screening

    program include the following:


a. Students who wear hearing aids.


b. Students who have a cochlear implant.


c. Students with known hearing loss including sensorineural and progressive hearing


    loss.


d. For children in a, b and c above, follow-up with parents is important to ensure the


    child is under the care of a primary care provider or audiologist. (Documentation of


    current hearing test within past year should be in the child's file.)
VISION SCREENINGS
Children to be screened
1. All children in kindergarten, first, third, fifth, seventh and ninth grades according to the

    tests and methods in this document.

2. All new and transfer students regardless of grade.

3. All hearing-impaired children, annually.

4. All children referred by a teacher.

5. Preschool-age children enrolled in school-based programs upon entrance to the program

    and every year before entering school. (ODH provides separate screening

    guidelines for use with preschool children.)

6. Children who request a vision screening.

7. Children of parents who request a vision screening.

    This is a required minimum; additional grades may be screened as staff time permits.

D. Required tests by grade level


1. Kindergarten or initial screening



a. Monocular Distance Visual Acuity, using a light box and an ODH-approved 


    chart.



b. Stereopsis screening using the Random Dot E test.



c. Color Deficit test using an ODH-approved color vision test, males only.


2. First grade



a. Monocular Distance Visual Acuity, using a light box and an approved chart.



b. Muscle Balance test administered at near using the Alternate Cover Test.



c. Stereopsis screening using the Random Dot E Test.



d. Color Deficit test using an approved color vision test, males only, if not done in



    kindergarten.


3. Third, fifth, seventh and ninth grades



a. Monocular Distance Visual Acuity, using a light box and an ODH-approved 


    chart.
